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Frenchman, arriving in America about 1760,
serving with Montcalm in the last French
and Indian war, lived near Albany, in Penn-
sylvania, and in Orange County, New York.
Perceiving the Revolution to be essentially a
class struggle, Crevecoeur chose the loyalist
side, and set down concerning the patriots
observations which are wholesome reading
for sentimental descendants of these heroes.
In his early, unacted play, "Landscapes", he
depicts the patriot Deacon reading his Bible
while his wife rifles the loyalist house. The
Deaconess remarks ironically that she would
be happy to see the loyalist's wife, this trai-
tress to the republic, at home, "with all her
little Tory bastards about her". Crevecceur,
as his recently discovered Sketches of Eight-
eenth Century America (1925) re-empha-
sizes, was at heart a romantic, an amateur
naturalist, and, though ill at ease in his
adopted language, endowed with literary
talent. In "What is an American?'* he reflects
the feelings of the eighteenth-century settler
impartially, but his emotion overcomes him
as he encounters hardships on the frontier.
Listen to him as he describes the scene after
a battle when the bereaved search for their
dead:
I can easily imagine or conceive the feelings of a
soldier burying the bodies of his companions, but
neither my imagination nor my heart permit me
to think of the peculiar anguish and keen feelings
which must have seized that of a father, that of
a mother avidly seeking among the crowd of slain